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College Park Blues Festival Was A Blues Treat!
And a Red, White and Blues Dance in Honor of Veterans

On Saturday, November 9, 2019, the 12th Annual College Park
Blues Festival was held at Ritchie Coliseum, on the University
of Maryland campus. The College Park Blues Festival featured
a great lineup of talent that clearly met the audience’s appetite
for blues music and dancing. There were also vendors,
giveaways, a guitar raffle, and craft beer and light
refreshments available for purchase. This free festival, was
produced by the DC Blues Society and the City of College
Park’s Recreation Board, with support by several important
sponsors (see p. 5).
J.P. Reali, who won the DCBS 2019 Solo-Duo Competition (and
also won in 2011 and 2010), opened the Festival. J.P.’s set list
featured original Piedmont and Delta Blues. He is no newbie
to the DC music scene. In his early days, he played lead guitar
for the psychedelic blues band The Next Step, and later (in the
90’s) was half of the
acoustic blues/roots
duo The Reali
Brothers. More
recently, he has been
focusing on a solo
career (but also
released a 2019 fivesong EP, A Highway
Cruise, that evolved
from a musical road
trip across genres of
blues, country, and
good old rock ‘n’ roll).
Jose Ramirez’s fan base is growing by
leaps and bounds.

The Patty Reese Band with
Dave Chappell followed, with
their infectious rhythm and
grooves. Patty is a fan
favorite in the Mid-Atlantic
region. Her strong
songwriting, dynamic vocals
and solid guitar work make
her a powerful act by herself,
but when she teams with the
outstanding musicians in her
band (which that night also
included Sonny Pretrosky on
Patty Reese also sang the
bass and Deren Blessman on
National Anthem as part of the
drums), audiences are in for Veterans Tribute during the
a real treat. The dancing
Festival and she nailed it!
definitely kicked in as the
floor filled and the fans flocked closer to the stage.
Next up was the Jose Ramirez Band, the winner of the DCBS
2019 Battle of the Bands. Relatively new to the DC music
scene where he is now based, Jose is taking it in a storm. At
just 30 years old, he is Costa Rica’s Premier Blues Artist and
has played with some of the biggest names in the Blues
industry. He plays raw, fresh, and soulful blues and that’s just
what he delivered to a delighted audience at College Park.
Jose recently completed his second European Tour with over
30 shows throughout Europe, and even more recently a
summer/fall 2019 US tour that included venues such as
Buddy Guy’s Legends and The House of Blues in Chicago.
Continued on p. 5

DCBS COMING EVENTS

NEWSLETTER NOTE
DCBS regrets that the November issue of the Capital Blues
Messenger (CBM) was prepared after the College Park Blues
Festival was held on Nov. 9. Our CBM editor, Robyn Quinter
has some serious health issues and, as a result, another
volunteer stepped in to produce this late issue.

Nov. 22: Happy Hour w/
The Smokin’ Polecats
featuring Marianna Previti

There is now a critical need to recruit a new editor(s), at least
on a temporary basis. See p. 3 for more information on these
needs.

Dec. 27: Happy Hour w/ Linwood Taylor

Our thoughts and best wishes are extended to Robyn and her
husband, John, during this challenging time.

Dec. 1

1st Sunday Jam

Dec. 31: DCBS New Year’s Eve Party
w/ Mark Wenner’s Blues Warriors
See more info in this issue about these events!

Notes from the Board
Fall and winter are for the Blues*
As the calendar turns and the nice fall weather continues or gives way to winter, be sure to
keep supporting the blues!
●

Thanks to all who came out and supported the 30th DC Blues Festival – See page 4 for
more details and all the fun, the volunteers who helped put on the show and pictures
of the performers and blues fans who attended at the beautiful Wunder Garten.

●

College Park Blues Festival – the 12th Annual Festival on November 9 featured exciting, up & coming singer and guitar player “King” Solomon Hicks from New York, the
Patty Reese Band featuring Dave Chappell and the winners from the recent Battle of
the Bands, the Jose Ramirez Band and J. P. Reali. See p. 1 and 5 for more info.

●

·4th Friday Blues Happy Hours. On Friday, November 22, the Smokin’ Polecats make
their first Happy Hour appearance and will be playing songs from their recent CD. It all
starts at 6:30 PM. Come early to get a good seat! See more info on page 7.

●

·Read your weekly eblast for More Ticket giveaways! The ticket giveaways continue with more shows being added. We are
happy to announce a new partnership with the Birchmere! See story on p 11. Don’t miss the weekly eblast and enter to win
tickets to great blues show! See the latest list of tickets available on p. 12.

●

Annual call for Board Members and Volunteers – The DCBS depends on our Board members to put on approximately 30
events a year. See the call for Board member nominees on page 7 for more details. And see the critical need for help with
our newsletter below.

●

·Big New Years Eve Party – It’s not too early to make plans to attend the DCBS New Years Eve dance party featuring Mark
Wenner’s Blues Warriors. Last year’s show was a sell out so we’re bringing the band back to wrap up 2019 and get 2020
started. See p. 5. Buy your tickets now!

Thank you for your support!
...Pete Salsbury
president@dcblues.org
*Anytime is for the Blues!

DCBS Membership Campaign
400 Members is our Goal.
Help Us Get There!
Last month, DCBS announced its membership campaign
to reach 400 members by October 2020. Current membership is 283, so we do have a ways to go. If you are a
current member, thank you for your continued support.
If you are not a member, please join. And help encourage others to do the same. Your membership and donations are needed to support all our events including the
FREE DC Blues Festival, the monthly Blues Happy Hours
and the monthly jam. Your membership only costs about
$3 a month. If you’re the lucky winner of tickets to giveaway contests, the cost savings will probably pay for your
year’s membership!

JOIN TODAY!
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Help Wanted - Volunteers to Serve as Editor
or Assistant Editors for DCBS Newsletter
Please help DCBS to find someone to fill an important job as
temporary editor of our monthly newsletter, the Capital Blues
Messenger (CBM).
Our longtime editor, Robyn Quinter, is not available to work on the
newsletter at this time, and we need someone to compile, edit,
and layout written articles and photos. Our Secretary, Pat
Bransford, will continue to be available to help anyone new to
these tasks. The newsletter is extremely
important to promote upcoming events (the
HELP
blues happy hours, monthly jam, New Year's
NEEDED!
Eve party, etc), post advertisements and
report on past events.
Can you help fill this role? Or do you know someone who could
step in and help? The person will need to use Microsoft Publisher
or similar software. The temporary editor does not necessarily
need to write articles or provide photos. Editing and layout skills
are most important.
To volunteer or if you have questions about what is involved, write
to president@dcblues.org.

Volunteer and make a difference!
“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time;
they just have the heart.” ~Elizabeth Andrew
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Good Times Roll At the 30th DC Blues Festival
By: Pete Salsbury
Good times were had by all who attended the 30th DC Blues Festival on Sunday,
October 13, 2019, at the beautiful Wunder Garten in the NoMa area of DC. On a
cool, fall day, people started filing into the beer garden before the 1PM start to get a
good seat, drink a variety of beers and eat delicious foods from two food trucks.
The festival featured outstanding music from 1 – 6 PM starting with Matt Kelly and
Ian Walters, winners of the DC Blues Society (DCBS) 2018 Solo–Duo contest
followed by Carly Harvey’s Kiss & Ride Band, winners of the DCBS 2018 Battle of the
Bands. They were followed by two of the DC area’s favorite and longest running
bands, Bad Influence and the Nighthawks featuring special guest, Clarence “The
Blues Man” Turner! There was a whole lot of dancing going on all day.
You can’t put on a festival without a lot of help. Thanks to Clarence Turner for the excellent
sound system he provided for the groups to use and to our guest MC’s from WPFW-FM: Chris
DeProperty, Ida Campbell and Elliott Gross. And thanks go out to a long list of volunteer
members, some who worked from morning to night, who helped with set up, collecting
donations, and helping pack up when the music stopped. These include: Dorothy Hines, John
Neumann, Robert Anderson, Miss Ann, Chris DeProperty, Wayne Botts (also photographer), Jazs,
Jean AbiNader, Gayle Cinquegrani, Debbie Bucci, Betsy Paull, Rich Briggs, Dana Eason, Carol
Salsbury, Pat Bransford, Nick Dale, Adam Oppenheim, and Larry Spiwak. Many thanks also go to
Brandon Bayton, Med Mohan and the helpful staff
at the Wunder Garten who didn’t stop running
around all day. The good times were sure rolling at
the 30th DC Blues festival at the Wunder Garten!

Photo this page, from top right clockwise: Carly
Harvey, Blues Fans (photos by Wayne Botts)
Matt Kelley & Ian Walters, DCBS Volunteer Miss
Ann, Bad Influence, The Nighthawks, Clarence
Turner (photos by Brian Waranausks).
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College Park Blues Festival, continued from p. 1
“King” Solomon Hicks was the headliner for the 12 Annual College Park Blues
Festival. Hicks has been described as “the real deal,” “the next best thing out of
New York City,” “Lil’ B.B.” (after the late great B.B. King), and “East
Montgomery” (in tribute to the legendary jazz artist Wes Montgomery). This 24year old musician already has a bio that belies his age. As a 13 year old, he was
sitting in on jams with musicians in Harlem clubs (yes, his mother had to take him),
when he was asked to start playing regularly with the Cotton Club’s 17-piece band
as lead guitarist. Through the eighth grade and high school, he was doing three to
four shows a week at the
Cotton Club. Years later, he is
still a regular performer at the
Cotton Club and has performed
“King” Solomon Hicks headlined and then
at other NYC venues, and he
jammed to close out the Festival that was a
has also played on the 2017
party for all ages!
Joe Bonamassa Blues Cruise,
and in festivals in Europe and
many US states. His stage presence and infectious smile were on clear display
at College Park, and yes, even at his age, he is “carrying on the torch for the
blues!”
As in prior years, the Festival was also a DCBS fundraiser for the 2019 DCBS
Battle of the Bands winner, Jose Ramirez Blues Band, and the Solo-Duo winner, Ritchie Coliseum was decked out in blue, outdoors
J.P. Reali, to help defray their expenses for travelling to the International Blues and inside.
Challenge in Memphis, TN in January 2020. Throughout the night, volunteers
strolled through the crowd carrying the Memphis or Bust
bucket, collecting donations for the IBC contestants. Many
thanks to those who contributed!

DCBS also thanks the College Park Free Blues Festival
Sponsors
City of College Park’s Recreation Board
University of Maryland—University Recreation & Welness
Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning Commission
UMD Dining Services
Blues in MD
ALES—Audio Lighting & Event Staging

And thanks to the CPBF Community Sponsors/
Promoters/Volunteers:
Drape Kings
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
College Park Arts Exchange
Phillips-Kleiner VFW Auxiliary
Luminosity Light and Sound
WPFW 89.3fm
Old Line Fine Wine & Bistro
All the Vendors who Participated
All the individual volunteers

Atomic Music
Blaze Pizza
College Park Grill
Potomac Pizza
Bagels n’ Grinds
Cornerstone Bar

College Park Festival photos by Adam Oppenheim. Ritchie
Coliseum photo by Bill Ringer.
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Corky Siegel brings “Blues Harp and Chamber Blues” to City Winery
By Pete Salsbury
Corky Siegel was co-founder of the Siegel-Schwall band in the
mid-1960’s. He’s played with symphony orchestras all around
the world and created “chamber blues.” I met Corky at the City
Winery on October 2, 2019. The following is an excerpt from my
interview of one of the most fascinating guys I’ve ever met, followed by my recap of his terrific show.

Corky: No, I really didn’t think of it. I play blues style; I don’t play
jazz or classical. Wolf and Muddy loved what we did with the
orchestra and how we were not trying to be a mirror image of
them. In 1982, I started writing for a string quartet and how to
combine blues and classical music and not destroy their characters…It’s easier to travel with a string quartet than an orchestra!

Pete: Hello and welcome! Where are you traveling from?
Corky: I’m coming from Chicago where I live.

Pete: What’s next?
Corky: I have some shows with Tracy Nelson and a duo show
with Howard Levy.

Pete: There are artists who play blues and rock or blues and
jazz. I’ve never heard of anyone else who mixed blues and classical. When did that start?
Corky: It started in 1965 when I fell in love with the blues! I met
Jim Schwall and we started learning some blues….my first 3 records were by Howlin Wolf, Muddy Waters and Jimmy Reed. We
wanted to play and went into Pepper’s Lounge and played a few
songs and the owner, Johnny, asked us to play every Thursday
from 9 PM to 4 AM. We were just a 2-man band so Johnny got
us a drummer and bass player, usually a different one every
week. Jim and I got to play with Muddy, Wolf, Willie Dixon, Otis
Spann, Little Walter, many others. All these masters took us under their wing. In 1966, we started playing at Big John’s Blues
Explosion (where Paul Butterfield played) and Mother’s Blues.
There was one person who followed us around and one night he
asked if we would like to “jam with his band.” It was Seiji Ozawa
and his “band” was the Chicago Symphony! We got William
Russo to write a piece and that got a lot of interest after we
played it from other orchestras. Seiji said we must continue this
– to expose people to both blues and classical music because
no one else is doing music like this. And that’s what I did.
Pete: How did you convince the rest of the band to mix blues &
classical?
Corky: Jim and I were not that ambitious; we loved playing music
and were having a ball, doing what we wanted. We had a unique
sound…We were signed by Vanguard Records…Everyone
originally went along with the idea. In 1973, we released “Three
Pieces for Blues Band and Symphony Orchestra” on Deutsche
Grammophon. Later I did some solo shows with Seiji and Russo.
In 1975 I started writing more and in 1983, while writing for the
National Symphony Orchestra, this is when Chamber Blues
started.
Pete: How did you get involved in the San Francisco music
scene?
Corky: When we started touring, we ended up in San Francisco
and would play the Fillmore and Avalon Ballrooms. We would
stay 3-6 months at a time… Janis Joplin, Carols Santana, Steve
Miller, Joni Mitchell opened for us... Jim and I produced a demo
for Joni of “Circle Game” that she credits us with helping get her
first record deal.
Pete: You improvise a lot. Do you write out the music for the
string players?
Corky: The music is written out and they don’t improvise but they
do vary the rhythm, the pitch, the time, the dynamics, etc.
Pete: Did you ever think when starting you would still be
attached to the harmonica and blues?
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Corky began his
“Chamber Blues” show
at City Winery with a
harmonica solo that
started slowly and then
the band (at first, 3
violins and a cello
player) kicked in and it
became a beautiful
blues and chamber
music sonata. I’ve
never heard anything
like this! His young and
very talented group
was obviously enjoying
playing together and
then a tabla player
joined the ensemble to
DCBS President Pete Salsbury (L)
add intricate percussion & Corky Siegel, photo by Holly Siegel
to the sound. On
another song, Corky switched to piano and played cool piano
blues with a tabla driving the song.
A Siegel-Schwall Band favorite, “Angel Food Cake,” had Corky
singing lead and incredible interplay between the cello, violin
and tabla players and Corky on harp. Lynne Jordan joined the
group on vocals for several songs and she fit in perfectly. One
song featured Lynne singing a Gershwin classic “Our Love Is
Here to Stay,” and another was a Nina Simone song “Do I
Groove You” done chamber blues style. Lynne has a powerful
voice and great stage presence.
“Opus 17” or “Complimentary Colors” featured a hot violin that
had Corky on his knees and ended up with his legs kicking while
lying down on his back! Lynne came back for another Nina
Simone song; a chamber blues version of “Big Boss Man” with
Corky on vocals; and a stunning version of “Cry to Me.” “Idaho
Potato Man” closed the show with only Corky on piano, singing a
funny blues and it ended with all the Chamber Blues Players
joining on piano.
I came to this show not knowing what to expect and saw a fabulous night of blues harmonica with a string quartet and tabla. It
really does work! Don’t miss seeing Corky Siegel’s Chamber
Blues.
Thanks to Daniel Martchek at the City Winery and to Corky and
Holly Siegel for arranging the interview. To learn more, check
out: www.chamberblues.com.
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Want to Get More Involved in the DCBS?
Annual Call for Nominations to the DC
Blues Society Board of Directors
The DC Blues Society (DCBS) is seeking to appoint new
members to its Board of Directors. A background in the
music field is not required, only an interest in Blues and a
desire to help the Society. DCBS is a small nonprofit organization. Board members typically lead a DCBS function and/
or committee, attend monthly Board meetings (usually the
1st Thursday of the month in Silver Spring), participate in
DCBS events and activities, and reach out to the community for ways to spread the Blues and encourage new member enrollment. Each Board member is a “blues ambassador” and fundraiser for the Blues and DCBS. Specific Board
member duties and responsibilities will be discussed and
determined before candidates are selected.
To be considered for a Board Member appointment, please
compile a short letter of interest, including your relevant
skills and experience and why you want to help lead DCBS.
Letters of interest should be sent by email to
Pete Salsbury, DCBS President, at president@dcblues.org
by Friday, Nov. 29 to be reviewed at the December DCBS
Board meeting. At this time, DCBS is especially interested
in members with experience in:
- non-profit fundraising,
- bookkeeping / accounting
- using different social media
outlets
We are also seeking Board members from the Northern Virginia
area, who could help assure that
DCBS programs also support the
interests of blues musicians and
fans in that area of the DMV.
Also, there is a need for a Board
member or key volunteer to take
the lead in coordinating volunteers and in re-establishing a
DCBS “Blues in the Schools” Program.
If you would like to discuss Board members’ responsibilities before applying, contact Pete Salsbury by email.
Get Involved — Your Support Matters!

“Virtuosos of electric blues”…. that’s how William
Tripplett of Washingtonian Magazine describes The Smokin’
Polecats. Their sound comes from the Post-World War 2
ensemble sound of the Chicago Masters like Jimmy Rogers,
Little Walter, and Hubert Sumlin; the West Coast Jump/Swing
sound of Tiny Grimes, Pee Wee Crayton, and T-Bone Walker;
the Rock'a'Billy sound of Carl Perkins and Johnny Burnette;
and the Louisiana swamp blues of Slim Harpo. They don’t
just play songs by these artists, they have their own sound
that consists of a melding together of their years of playing
experience. www.thesmokinpolecats.com
Bolded items on the Blues Calendars in this newsletter are
picks by calendar editor and include DCBS, BBS, and other
events.
Musicians, promoters, and venues: Send calendar listings
to calendar@dcblues.org by the deadline, the 15th of the
month prior to publication of the newsletter.
DCBS also has an online Blues Calendar at
www.dcblues.org. Check it out and submit your gigs to
calendar@dcblues.org.

Chris DeProperty is one of DCBS’s unsung volunteers. In
addition to being the DCBS Membership Coordinator and
sending out the monthly newsletter via eblast to DCBS
members, Chris also, on behalf of DCBS, has a 2-hour weekly
internet radio show.on Caldonia’s Crossroad Radio. Check it
out each Friday, from 4 to 6 pm US Eastern Time.
And hear her WPFW 89.3 FM show every Thursday, at noon.
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Events listed are based on the best information possible.
DCBS is not liable for errors in schedules, places or performances listed. It is recommended that you contact the venues
to verify events.
See the DCBS website, www.dcblues.org, for additional
music links and information.
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NOVEMBER 2019 BLUES
1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19

Vanessa Collier @ The Soundry (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Stacy Brooks @ Madam’s Organ; Small Glories @ AMP (DCBS Discount Promo Code)
Tribute to Lil Royal @ Westminster Church
Mark Wenner’s Blues Warriors @ JVs

20

Booker T. Jones @ City Winery (DCBS Ticket Giveaway), Patty Reese @ Ayse Meze

21
22

24

Moonshine Society @ Pearl Street Warehouse; Christone “Kingfish” Ingram @ 9:30 Club
DCBS 4th Friday Happy Hour w/ Smokin’ Polecats w/ Mariana Previti @ Silver Spring American Legion; Deanna Bogart &
Toronzo Cannon @ Hamilton (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Victor Wainwright @ JVs; Moonshine Society @ Hamilton Loft; Stacy
Brooks @ Sydney’s Restaurant, Arlington; Cadillac Jump Blues Band @ Bertha’s, Baltimore; Biscuit Miller @ Madam’s Organ
Deanna Bogart @ The Soundry (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); The Crimestoppers @ Celtic House Irish Pub; Dave Chappell Band
w/ Tommy Lepson @ Hershey’s; Dead Cat Bounce @ Old Bowie Town Grille; Fast Eddie & The Slowpokes @ Londontown
Pub; Mississippi Heat @ Madam’s Organ
Fast Eddie & The Slowpokes @ Downtown Holiday Market

25
26
27
28
29

Sol Roots Blues Band @ Westminster Church
Tinsley Ellis, Tommy Castro & The Painkillers @ Rams Head Annapolis
The Nighthawks @ Annual Kensington Town Thanksgiving Dance
Happy Thanksgiving!
The Nighthawks w/ Gabe Stillman @ State Theatre; Jonny Grave @ Hamilton Loft

30

Baltimore Blues Society presents The Nighthawks, Mitch Woods @ Rosedale American Legion; Built 4 Comfort @ Hershey’s; Little Red & The Renegades @ New Deal Cafe; Moonshine Society @ Old Bowie Town Grille; Big Boy Little Band @
Lahinch Tavern

23

8

Delbert McClinton @ Birchmere (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Patty Reese @ Hershey’s; Vintage#18 @ Hamilton Loft; Texas
Chainsaw Horns @ Music Cafe
Toronzo Cannon, Bad Influence @ The Soundry (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Benefit for After Dark Fund w/ Billy Price Charm
City Rhythm Band, Shirleta Settles, Jose Ramirez @ Pearl Street Warehouse; Big Boy Little Band @ New Deal Cafe; The
Crimestoppers, Dangerous Curves @ Hershey’s; Johnny & The Headhunters @ Hamilton Loft; Hard Swimmin’ Fish @ Music
Cafe
DCBS 1st Sunday Jam @ Silver Spring American Legion; AJ Ghent @ City Winery (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Fast Eddie & The
Slowpokes @ Annapolis 1st Sunday Arts Festival & Joe’s Stage; Stacy Brooks @ Madam’s Organ; Along for the Ride @ 219;
Patty Reese @ Inverness Brewery, Monkton, MD
Clarence “The Blues Man” Turner @ Westminster Church; Dave Chappell & Friends @ Blues Alley; Patty Reese @ Cox Farm
Fall Festival, Centreville, VA
Patty Reese @ Cox Farm Fall Festival, Centreville, VA; Patty Reese @ Hilton Garden Inn, Falls Church (Happy Hour)
Patty Reese @ Ayse Meze, Frederick
Sonny Landreth & Cindy Cashdollar @ City Winery (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Bad Influence @ Babes Boys Tavern; Liz
Springer Trio @ Hershey’s; Carly Harvey’s Kiss & Ride @ Hamilton Loft
Bad Influence @ Barley & Hops; Sol Roots @ Hamilton Loft; Bobby Thompson @ Pearl Street Warehouse; The Crossfire
Band @ Silver Spring American Legion; Still Standing @ Londontown Pub; Fast Eddie & The Slowpokes @ Lahinch Tavern
Annual College Park Blues Festival w/ King Solomon Hicks, Patty Reese Band w/ Dave Chappell, Jose Ramirez Band, J.P.
Reali @ Ritchie Coliseum; Joe Bonamassa @ MGM National Harbor; Bad Influence @ JVs (early show), Bad Influence @
Red’s Table, Reston; Billy Price Band @ Baltimore Book Festival; The Crimestoppers @ Red Rocks Tequila Bar, Centreville;
Brandon “Taz” Niederauer @ Rams Head Annapolis (early show); Brandon “Taz” Niederauer @ Gypsy Sally’s; Rhythm Bandits @ Hershey’s; Hard Swimmin’ Fish @ New Deal Cafe; Linwood Taylor @ Lahinch Tavern
Sol Roots @ JoJo Bar
Jose Ramirez Blues Project @ Westminster Church
Coco Montoya @ City Winery (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Sonny Landreth & Cindy Cashdollar @ Rams Head Annapolis
North Mississippi Allstars @ Hamilton (DCBS Ticket Giveaway)
The Last Waltz Tour w/ Warren Haynes, Jamey Johnson, Lukas Nelson, John Medeski, Don Was, Terence Higgins, Dave
Malone, Cyril Neville, Bob Margolin, Mark Mullins & The Levee Horns @ MGM National Harbor
Jontavious Willis & Jerron “Blind Boy” Paxton @ City Winery (DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Albert Cummings @ The Soundry
(DCBS Ticket Giveaway); Swampcandy @ Hamilton Loft; Vintage#!8 @ Blackwall Hitch Annapolis; Big Boy Little Band Swing
Dance @ Dulles Hilton
Vanessa Collier @ The Soundry; Bad Influence @ Outta The Way Cafe; Cadillac Jump Blues Band @ The Holiday House,
Baltimore; The Crimestoppers @ Hershey’s; Fast Eddie & The Slowpokes @ New Deal Cafe; Vintage#!8 @ Blackwall Hitch
Alexandria; Still Standing @ Londontown Pub; Patty Reese @ Social House Kitchen & Tap, Ashburn
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EARLY DECEMBER 2019 BLUES
1

DCBS 1st Sunday Blues Jam @ Silver Spring American Legion; Stacy Brooks @ Madam’s Organ

2

The Nighthawks @ Westminster Church

3

Davina & The Vagabonds @ Blues Alley

5

Johnny & The Headhunters @ Hamilton Loft

6

Vintage#18 @ Hamilton Loft; Ian & Friends @ Downtown Holiday Market

7

Bad Influence @ JVs; The Crimestoppers @ Outta the Way Cafe; Bobby Lewis Blues Band @ Hershey’s; Patty Reese @ John
R. Webb VFW, Frederick; Corey Harris w/ Todd Albright @ City Winery (DCBS Ticket Giveaway)

Regular Blues Events – Blues All Week!
SU
M
TU
W
TH
F
SA

The Regular Blues Calendar below is provided each month to convey information on recurring blues jams/performances/
dances. The Regular Blues Calendar is in addition to the monthly calendar prepared by DCBS.
1st Sunday DCBS Blues Jam @ Silver Spring American Legion; Along for the Ride @ 219 (most Sundays); Dirty Ed & The Collaborators Sunday Blues Jam @ Paradiso Italian Restaurant
Blue Mondays @ Westminster Presbyterian Church; Wolf’s Blues Jam @ JV’s; Capital Blues Ensemble @ 219 Basin St.
Lounge (alternates Mondays w/Johnny Artis)
Clusterfunk @ Madam’s Organ; Hell’s Bottom Blues Jam @ Takoma Park VFW Post 350
Wolf’s Blues Jam w/ Linwood Taylor or Big Boy Little @ Blair’s Londontowne Pub; Jesse Shifflet Open Mic @ Station Ale
House, North East, MD (freq. varies); Blues Jam @ Old Bowie Town Grille; Patty Reese @ Ayse Meze Lounge, Frederick
Wolf’s Open Blues Jam @ New Deal Cafe (1st Thursdays beginning Aug. 1, 2019); Johnny Artis @ Madam’s Organ; Slow
Blues & Swing Dance @ Glen Echo
DCBS 4th Friday Happy Hour @ Silver Spring American Legion; Cadillac Jump Blues Band @ Bertha’s (4 th Fridays)
Archie Edwards Acoustic Blues Jam @ New Location – 4502 Hamilton St., Hyattsville, MD

CD Review Kelly Bell Know My Name
By Ron Weinstock
A new album by the Kelly Bell Band is a cause of celebration, particularly for music fans in the
District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia (the DMV). This is a new release of 'Phat Blues," as
Kelly calls his style. With his band comprising Dane Paul Russell (harmonica), Frankie Hernandez
(bass/vocals), John Robert Buell (drums/vocals), Rahsaan “Wordslave” Eldridge (vocals/
percussion) Ryan Fowler (guitars/vocals) and Eric Robinson (guitars/vocals) Kelly Bell has his
latest musical genre-bending effort. Others appearing include Dave Tieff, Julie Cymek, and
Justin Schlegel on vocals; Ira Mayfield Jr. (acoustic guitars); Kirk Myers (keyboards); Russell
McCray (alto sax); Bryan Ewald (guitar); The Phat Blues Horn Section of Zach Smith (trumpet and
arranger), Davidson Smith (trumpet), Leigh Pilzer (tenor/baritone sax) and Todd Baldwin
(trombone), and strings played by Amy Shook (cello, viola, violin).
Plat Blues is not a traditional blues fan’s idea of blues. Instead, it is a genre-busting mix of blues, soul, funk, jazz, psychedelic rock,
and hip hop. The opening "Long Train" is a hard blues-rock performance with a heavy, driving groove which shifts into a swinging
jump blues, "Last $4," with a riffing horn section (along with Russell's robust harp solo), and a jazzy guitar solo as Bell wants to fill
up the dance floor. It displays much better than the opening selection the appealing, soulful singing of Kelly Bell. Sweetened a little
by Amy Shook's strings, "First Moments" is a lovely classic soul ballad about only wanting to be with one.
Other songs include the irresistible groove of "Good Thing" with a rockabilly undercurrent, riffing horns, a scorching harmonica solo,
and a spirited vocal duet with a woman (Julie Cymek?). There is also a funky celebration of what a woman does to Bell "You Don't
Know" with a hip hop interlude echoing the song's chorus, and the atmospheric title track about a fight between his parents, his
father leaving telling him to take care of mama and be strong. It has Bell's moving vocal supported by the backing vocalists set
against an emphatic backing. "Every Time" is another stellar, slow soulful performance about a lady whom Bell is obsessed with,
singing he never wants to be without her and can't live without her.
"In the Late Hours," is when Bell needs his woman as he hugs his pillow missing her, with a saxophone adding commentary to his
vocal and Shook's strings adding to the mood of Bell's urgent, pleading vocal. It is a thoroughly entertaining and varied collection of
performances. Wonderfully produced and recorded, Know My Name should have everyone knowing who Kelly Bell is. His website is
www.kellybellband.com.
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RIP Beverly “Guitar” Watkins, 1939 – 2019
Atlanta blues musician Beverly “Guitar” Watkins died on October 1, 2019 at the age of 80. Her
career of playing what she called “lowdown blues” spanned six decades, during which time she
played stages around the world and earned a W.C. Handy Blues Award nomination for her debut
solo album, recorded when she was 60.
Born at Atlanta on April 6, 1939, Watkins was 3 months old when her mother died. She was
raised by her sharecropping maternal grandparents. Her grandfather played banjo, and in a 2017
story in Living Blues magazine, she recalled attending barn dances in her youth when the local
farmers would celebrate the harvest with fiddles and washboards and blackberry wine. She got
her first guitar when she was 8 or 9 years old, and fondly recalled jamming with her grandfather
and his friends. In high school, she studied trumpet and guitar with band teacher Clark Terry who
had played with Count Basie and Duke Ellington. She later joined a band that that Piano Red was
putting together, Piano Red and the Meter-Tones, and the band played around the state until they
had a hit record, “Dr. Feelgood.” With Watkins in tow, the band toured nationally and changed its
name to Dr. Feelgood and the Interns, or Dr. Feelgood and the Interns and the Nurse.For that
band, Watkins donned a nurse’s uniform on stage. “I was young and mens would come up and
say, ‘Hmm, I ain’t never seen no woman play like you,’” she told Living Blues. “And I had a lot of
them then say, ‘Where did you learn how to play like that?’ and I’d say, ‘Jesus.’”
Watkins toured with Piano Red off and on for decades while earning money taking on odd and menial jobs. When she got a regular
gig busking in Underground Atlanta in the 1980s, she was able to support herself playing music. Watkins eventually came to the
attention of the Music Maker Relief Foundation, and blues tours they organized frequently featured Watkins. In 1998, she joined
Koko Taylor and Rory Block for the Hot Mamas tour, and toured Europe on multiple occasions. With Music Maker producing, she
released her Back in Business CD which received a W.C. Handy Award nomination in 2000. It was followed by The Feelings of
Beverly ‘Guitar’ Watkins (2004), Don’t Mess with Miss Watkins (2007) and The Spiritual Expressions of Beverly ‘Guitar’ Watkins
(2009).
In 2006, she was playing the Congressional Blues Festival in Washington, D.C., when Watkins had a heart attack. While receiving
treatment in the hospital, it was discovered that she had cancer. Fortunately, doctors caught it early and she beat it. She continued to perform well into her later years despite her failing health.
As DCBS member Ron Weinstock described in a blog post (https://inabluemood.blogspot.com/). “If you’ve never seen a blues lady
who can play guitar behind her head, belt out powerful songs and lay down James Brown steps, you’ve never been in the audience
when Beverly “Guitar” Watkins was burning down the house…Through the years (of her career), Watkins stole the hearts and blew
the minds of audiences across the U.S., Europe, and Australia. This Georgia Music Legend Award Winner worked with James
Brown, B.B. King, Ray Charles, Taj Mahal, and played on the Legendary Rhythm & Blues Cruise…” Watkins appeared on the lineup
at the local Tinner Hills Blues Festival in Falls Church, MD for two years (2013 and 2017) and was a crowd favorite.

The Nighthawks and Jose Ramirez Band at The Soundry
By: Lena Jones
I just have to thank the-powers- that-be for the best night I’ve had all year. I won 2 tickets to see my favorite local band, The
NIGHTHAWKS, in Columbia at the Soundry on Saturday night, September 28, 2019. It was transcendent.
I hadn’t seen the Nighthawks for over a year, so it was such a treat to hear them be phenomenal in person once again. The band
is tight, and every note was perfection. They played a set to make all blues fans happy and they can play the hell out of each instrument. Even after all these years, their vocal energy is strong & perfect. Each musician is a powerhouse…truly gifted playing. Especially Mark Wenner….just WOW!!
We weren’t sure if Jose Ramirez was going to be an ordinary blues-wanna-be that no one had heard of, but damn if he didn’t bring
down the house. He can shred that guitar alongside the BEST of them. He did an Albert Collins number that was superior to the
original master. It’s rare to find a musician of that HIGH caliber that can sing AND play ... AND YES, the boy can PLAY the
blues!! Even after a broken string, he never missed a beat, he just played AROUND it. I am now a strong fan who will look for his
album to come in a few months. I love that young people are continuing the blues traditions I latched onto in the 60’s.
I’m still high from the experience!! I want to THANK all of you at DC BLUES Society for making me JUMP-OUT-OF-MY-SKIN
happy. I’m a new member and I can’t wait to see what’s coming up next. I will be coming out to see some live music. I don’t
know if I can get lucky again, but I will enter the contests to hear live blues again for sure. I will trust the Blues Society to point the
way to some satisfying blues in the area. I can’t imagine anything coming close to the electrifying energy created when Jose took
the stage to jam with my favorite local band last weekend, but that’s okay. I am in a state of bliss that need not have a coming
down. So, thank you ALL once again.
Thanks Lena for the very nice review. It sounds like you had a great time! We encourage all ticket contest winners to send in a brief write-up to let
us know about the show you went to see. Thanks to The Soundry for offering the tickets to this show. The Soundry is located at 10221 Wincopin
Circle, Columbia, MD 21044
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Big News: DC Blues Society & the Birchmere Partnership!
By: Pete Salsbury
The DC Blues Society (DCBS) is proud to announce a new partnership with the legendary
Birchmere! The Birchmere is known for presenting performers in the rock, blues, bluegrass,
country, folk and jazz genres.
In 1966, owner Gary Oelze bought a small bar and restaurant next to an A&P in a now-long-gone South Arlington shopping center.
He didn’t change the restaurant’s name, the Birchmere, but he added entertainment: “I needed to spruce up night business,”
Oelze said. “I started having a folk singer or bluegrass band one night a week, and then it grew.”
And as the Washington Post reported on the Birchmere’s 50th anniversary, indeed, it did grow. In the following decades, the D.C.
area became a bluegrass hotbed, and the Birchmere was the epicenter of the action featuring the Seldom Scene playing weekly.
With plenty of talent coming through the door, Oelze fostered friendships with notable acts and diligently kept audiences focused
on the music. He posted signs on tables asking for quiet while bands played, and didn’t hesitate to remove patrons for excessive
talking.
As reported in the Washington Post, as years passed, the Birchmere grew into bigger spaces; it moved to its third location at 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. in Alexandria in 1997. The current building includes two performance spaces, a bandstand with an open dance
floor and a 500-seat listening room that features closely spaced, dinner-theater-style seating, maintaining the intimate atmosphere
of the club’s early days. The venue’s musical scope has also widened, moving beyond bluegrass to feature roots music of all
stripes, and often welcoming icons in blues, folk, jazz, country, R&B and rock.
In music circles, the reputation of the Birchmere is legendary. The Birchmere is committed to the presentation of the highest quality music in a comfortable and intimate atmosphere with an outstanding sound system and a wonderful food and drink menu.
The Birchmere will offer ticket giveaways to DCBS members for select blues-related shows. DCBS also will post reviews of shows
and even some exclusive interviews in our newsletter. The Birchmere brings
in some big name blues acts and the DCBS encourages you to please support
the blues bands and other great roots – Americana acts that come to town so
the Birchmere will continue to book them. Look for announcements in the
Capital Blues Messenger, eblasts and on the web for upcoming blues shows
and tickets giveaways exclusively for DCBS members. The first ticket giveaway contest will be for the legendary Delbert McClinton on November 1. For
more info, the Birchmere is located at 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
703-549-7500 or at birchmere.com

Shop at Amazon - Donate to DCBS
If you, your family and friends shop at Amazon.com, you can help support the
DC Blues Society by using this link to the Amazon Smile Foundation: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1517733
This link takes you directly to smile.amazon.com to support the DC Blues
Society. AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon and lets customers enjoy the
same wide selection of products, low prices and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. When customers shop AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of the
price of eligible purchases to DCBS.
You log on using your regular Amazon.com
account information at the AmazonSmile
site. There is no cost to charitable organizations like DCBS or to AmazonSmile customers. The shopping experience is identical to
Amazon.com with the added benefit that
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate to
DCBS.
Please help spread the word about this great fundraising activity. Happy
shopping and thanks for supporting the DC Blues Society.
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DC Blues Society Ticket Giveaway Contests (Members Only)
Win Tickets to Great Blues Shows from our Partners (as of 11/9/19)
City Winery (https://citywinery.com/washingtondc/)
1350 Okie St NE, Washington, DC 20002
2 pairs / 4 tickets for these shows (seats)

The Soundry (https://www.thesoundry.com/)
10221 Wincopin Cir, Columbia, MD 21044
2 pairs / 4 tickets (limited seats in back bar area)

11/12 – CoCo Montoya
11/15 – Jontavious Willis & Blind Boy Paxton
11/16 – Jimbo Mathus’ Incinerator
11/20 - Booker T. Jones
12/7 – Corey Harris with Todd Albright
12/12 - Los Lobos
12/17 – Mike Zito: Rock & Roll, A Tribute to Chuck Berry

11/15 – Albert Cummings
11/17 – Vanessa Collier
11/23 – Deanna Bogart
12/28 – The Nighthawks
1/11/20 – King Soul
3/6 – Roomful of Blues

The Hamilton Live (https://live.thehamiltondc.com/)
600 14th Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20005
2 pairs / 4 tickets are for standing room / back bar area only
(limited seating)
11/13 – North Mississippi All Stars
11/22 – Deanna Bogart
1/11/20 – Tab Benoit
1/30 – G Love and Special Sauce
3/5 – Roomful of Blues
The Birchmere (http://www.birchmere.com/)
3701 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria VA 22305
2 tickets (seats)
12/14 – Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes

The Amp by Strathmore (www.AMPbyStrathmore.com)
11810 Grand Park Ave, North Bethesda, MD 20852
2 tickets (seats)
11/17 – Small Glories (no tickets but $10 discount: use Promo
code DCBLUES)
1/31/20 – Billy Price
3/27 – Poppa Chubby (rescheduled)
To Enter to Win Tickets , Email: Entry@dcblues.org
In the Subject line type: Name of show, date & location
In the email type: I
1. I am a member (not a member? Select "Join DCBS" button at
www.dcblues.org )
2. Your Name. 3. Your phone number
Deadline to win tickets is usually 5 days before the show. Please
check the schedules of all of the DCBS partners and buy tickets
to upcoming shows . Support these live music venues which are
keeping the blues alive in the area!

