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The DC Blues Society is a non-profit 501(c)(3)  

organization dedicated to keeping the Blues alive 

through outreach and education. The DC Blues 

Society is a proud affiliate of the Blues Foundation. 
 
The Capital Blues Messenger is published monthly 

(unless otherwise noted) and sent by e-mail or U.S. 

mail to members. Past newsletters are available at  

www.dcblues.org. 
 
Send changes in name, address or membership 
status to membership@dcblues.org  or mail to 
DCBS Attn: Membership at the address listed 
above. 
   
The Capital Blues Messenger is your publication 

and members are encouraged to submit articles 

and ideas for articles, reviews, cartoons and pho-
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Become a DCBS member!  
Members are key to the livelihood of the 

DCBS.  Memberõs dues play an important 
part in helping DCBS fulfill its mission to 
promote the Blues and the musicians who 
keep the music alive, exciting and accessi-
ble. Members receive discounts on advance 
sale tickets to DCBS events, DCBS merchan-
dise and from area merchants and clubs 
when you present your DCBS membership 
card (see p 11).  Members also receive the 
monthly Capital Blues Messenger (CBM) 
newsletter and those with e-mail access get 
the CBM via e-mail plus additional e-mail 
updates about DCBS events.  

Becoming a member is simple, quick 
and easy:  

 ɻ Use the mail-in application  
 ɻ Apply  on-line at www.dcblues.org, or 
 ɻ Sign up at DCBS events or DCBS-

sponsored events/venues where you 
see the DCBS booth.  

 
   Members are invited to attend the monthly 
DCBS Board meetings.  For information, 
send an e-mail to president@dcblues.org. 

Corporate DCBS Memberships 

Now Available 
DCBS is now offering a Corporate member-

ship option that provides small and large busi-

nesses the opportunity to òbundleó advertising 
through DCBS while lending their support for 

DCBS programs.  
For $200 per year, businesses receive the 

same benefits of individual DCBS members  
(see above) PLUS  6 postings of either a 1/4 

page  ad in the DCBS monthly newsletter or a 

web icon on the DCBS website.  Each web icon/
event posting will remain on the DCBS website 

for one week per posting.ñ for a total of 6 
weeks presence on the DCBS website.  

This is a $240 value, for only $200.   
Interested businesses should contact   

membership@dcblues.org to establish their 

corporate DCBS membership. 

Cover Photos:  L to R, Bobby Parker by Jazs,  

Waverly Milor by Ron Weinstock, Anthony 

òSwamp Dogó Clark photo provided by the artist. 

D.C. Blues Society Membership  

Application/Renewal Form 

Date:  _________     If renewal, check here  ____  

 

 

___________________________________________ 

Name (please print clearly above) 

 

__________________________________________ 

Address 

 

___________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code 

 

___________________________________________ 

Telephone  

 

___________________________________________           

E-mail 

 

Dues per year (circle appropriate one): 

   Student:    $15  (Include photocopy of student ID) 

   Individual: $25           Family:    $35 

   Corporate: $200         Canada: $35 (US funds) 

   Other Countries:  $50 (US funds)  
Contributions (not dues) are tax-deductible.  
Please allow up to six weeks for processing  

If Family, list member names:__________________ 

Your volunteer time/talent is always welcome.  If 

interested in volunteering, check interest(s):  

__ Update Website 

__ Work a shift at a show (DCBS table, door, etc.) 

__ Promote shows (distribute flyers, handbills, etc.) 

__ Raise funds (sell ads, organize auctions, etc.) 

__ Write reviews or take photos for Newsletter  

     (see your name in print!)  

__ Other? ___________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

Mail with check to 

THE DC BLUES SOCIETY  

P.O. BOX 77315 

WASHINGTON, DC 20013-73 

ADVERTISE IN THE DCBS  
CAPITAL BLUES MESSENGER  

 AD RATES   

 Business card $20  

 1/8 page $25  

 1/4 page  $40  

 1/3 page  $55  

 1/2 page  $75  

 2/3 page  $110  

 Full page  $140  

Rates are based on camera-ready artwork and 

must be received by the 7th of the prior month.   
Design service is outsourced and a fee will be 

charged. Ads should be at least 300 dpi in   
either PDF or JPG.  Submit in B/W and color 

when possible. Ad size and space allocation 
contingent on prior commitments and editorial 

content. DCBS reserves the right to refuse ad-
vertising it deems inappropriate. Ad specs and 

on--line rates:    www.dcblues.org  
Questions?  E-mail: ads@dcblues.org   
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Presidentõs Drum 

Congrats to Anthony òSwamp Dogó Clark & The Blues 

Allstars!  Battle of the Bands Winner 
The DCBS looks forward to supporting òSwamp Dogó & The Blues 

Allstars in their sojourn to Memphis where they will win (I said it!) the 
2011 International Blues Challenge (IBC), February 1 - 5. òSwamp Dogó 

and band won in a tough field of competitors, an experience that will 

serve them well at the IBC. Moondog Medicine Show opened the con-
test with an exciting performance that established the set point for 

those who followed and ignited a buzz throughout the house. Bad Influ-
ence nipped at òSwamp Dogõsó heels taking second place and eclipsing   

Moondogõs assertive opening act -- at least with the judges, who put 
Moondog in third place.  

Thanks to all the bands for participating and putting on fine per-
formances. We are grateful to the judges, who were gracious enough to 

help evaluate the bands. [Judges included, Da Gator, Tony Colter, Chris 
DeProperty, Eddie Johnson, and Kirk Jackson.] They had a difficult job 

considering the high level of talent competing. Thanks also to all the 
volunteers that made the Battle a complete success. I will call out our 

scorekeeper, Mona; timekeeper, Tina; stage manager/band coordina-
tor, Sam'i; sound guy/MC, Dr. S.O. Feelgood; and our diligent door per-

sons Sylvia and Nick. Thanks, too, to all the other Board members and 
volunteers that made another Battle happen. As has become the norm, 

the house was packed with folks and fun. (See p 6 for more on the   
Battle, and see p 7 for information on the DCBS entries for the Solo/

Duo category at the IBC and for Best Self-Produced CD of the Year). 
     òSwamp Dogó & The Blues 

Allstars will perform at the 3rd 
Annual College Park Blues    

Festival on November 6. [The 
band will also perform at our 

2011 Annual DC Blues Festival.] 
You can help the band get to 

Memphis by coming to this free 
festival and making a donation 

to the band. Never heard of 

òSwamp Dogó (photo at left)? 
Check out his schedule of per-

formances around town and get out to see him and the band. Often-
times bands around here must work for tips and door covers. It takes 

your support to keep these bands alive, and in this case, send a winner 
to the IBC. Show the band some love and show up where they play. And 

buy their soon to be released CD.  www.anthonyswampdogclark.com,   

Volunteer Board Members Needed! 
Our Board Member numbers have dwindled over the last couple of 

years and we desperately need to replenish. DCBS has a òworkingó 

Board. That means that Board members must directly handle functions 
necessary for the operations of DCBS. I encourage folks who have vol-

unteered for the organization in the past to consider joining the Board. 
We would like at least a one-year commitment. The Board makes cru-

cial decisions on what events and activities the Society presents and 
supports, how funds are raised and spent, and ensures that the organi-

zation carries out its mission. Board members are also expected to be 
first-line volunteers for staffing our events and merchandise booths. In 

addition to ongoing duties a Board member might have, we have a 
monthly meeting (now on first Thursdays at the Silver Spring American 

Legion). Youõre welcome to attend a meeting to get an idea of whatõs 
involved with being on the Board. Send me an email if you plan to at-

tend: president@dcblues.org. You can learn more about Board member 
duties and the DCBS mission on our website: www.dcblues.org. Typi-

cally, we elect Board members for one-year terms at our December 
meeting. 

If this level of volunteering appeals to you, please send me a letter 
of interest (via e-mail) that includes your skills, experience, and inter-

ests relating to DCBS and how you will contribute to our mission.  Those 
submitting letters by November 25 may be invited to the December 

Board meeting for the review of their Board Member application.   
 

Save These Dates 
November 6  College Park Blues Festival with headliner, Guitar 

Blues Legend Bobby Parker, Anthony òSwamp Dogó Clark & The Blues 
Allstars, and the DCBS Band featuring harpist/vocalist Waverly Milor. 

See p 4 - 5 and www.dcblues.org. 

December 18  Holiday Party featuring B.T. Richardson & the Black 
Coffee Experience at the Wheaton American Legion. 

www.myspace.com/btrichardson 

December 31  New Yearõs Eve Dinner & Dance with Electrofied, 
featuring the dynamic vocals of Scott Taylor and virtuoso guitarist, Tony 

Fazio, at the Silver Spring American Legion. 
www.myspace.com/electrofiedbluesband. 

 

Hope to see you in the house. 
      
Blues Always, 

 
                                                        Photo of Swamp Dog by Pat Bransford 

  Two October Shows:  Examples of How Local Blues Artists and Fans Support Others 
     It never ceases to amaze me how blues musicians and their fans so quickly rally to help a 
cause, whether itõs a fellow musician in need, or a business owner or fan who has met special 

challenges.  The weekend of October 23/24 provided a great example of this.  On Saturday, the 
owners of Beale Street Grill, 9725 Traville Gateway Drive, Rockville, MD, held an afternoon blues 

festival to raise money for two charities that are especially important to their families.  Blues 
artists Rick Franklin, Jay Summerour, Memphis Gold, Daryl Davis (photo at left) and others per-

formed for the  crowd that was packed into the outdoor area by the restaurant.  Was it a        
success?  Hereõs what Beale Street Grill posted on their Facebook page.  

òWe would like to thank everyone for coming out to the first ever Beale 
Street Grill Blues Festival! It was a great time for everyone and we raised a 

lot of money for our two charities, The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and the Multiple Sclerosis society! Total money raised 
during the event was over $3,000.00!! Thanks Everyone!ó 

       A day later, the Vienna Moose Lodge, at 9616 Courthouse Rd., Vienna, VA, was the site of a benefit for Fairfax resident 
and stroke victim, Mike Melchione.  Melchione (photo at right) is a member of the Grammy-winning Buckwheat Zydeco Band 

and also a member of the local country/American Lost Highway Band.  The long list of blues musicians who turned out for 
this benefit to raise funds for Mikeõs medical expenses included the Tom Principato Band, Nighthawks, Cathy Ponton King 

Band, Tommy Lepson Band, Bad Influence, Big Boy Little Band, Ron Holloway, Chick Hall, Jr., John Previti, Big Joe Maher, 
Dave Chappell, Jim Stephanson, Jimmy Cole and more.  Mike was there and performed, and his Facebook posting says: òI 

would like to really thank Jimmy Cole and Allen Case for giving me the best event (next to my son being born) that has hap-
pened to me in my life. All of the bands and musicians and friends that came out, I will never forget any of this, it touched my 

heart deeply. Thank you everyone-I will never forget this. God Bless you all.ó  Editor. Photo L by Beale Street Grill. Photo R by Connie Oleksak Warner 


